Belleville Public Schools
Middle School Summer Reading

June 2021
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Reading is one very important way to increase reading skills and academic achievement. The State Department of
Education and the U.S Department of Education strongly urge all schools to promote summer reading. All students
enrolled in an English Language Arts class have a required summer reading. Attached you will find the novel choices for
each grade level. All the selected novels are recommended by The American Library Association for young adult readers.

If a student is enrolled in more than one English, he/she is only responsible for reading one of the required novels. An in
class writing response session will be taken on the essential question provided; students are encouraged to use notes they
took while reading. The written summer assessment will take place on Friday, October 1, 2021.

Thank you for your support!

Sincerely,
Department of Curriculum and Instruction/
Belleville Middle School English Department

7th Grade
Assignment:

Students will complete a writing assignment upon returning to school responding to
the Unit 1 essential question. Students will be allowed to use notes taken while they
read as well as the novel itself to help respond to the essential question essay.
Please select ONE of the available book choices provided below. As always, students
are welcome to challenge themselves and read ALL the suggested books.

Essential Question:

What can one generation learn from another?

Consider While Reading:

Young people often learn from older people, but sometimes it works the other way. As
you gain new experiences and meet new people, your view of the world may change.
Why is it important to learn from each other and in what ways can that shape our
identities?

Selection Suggestions:

Please choose any book listed below. We suggest students choose the book based on
the topic and book summary.
Students’ reading abilities usually fall below, on, or above, grade level. Book choices
range in difficulty. Students can choose to read any book from easy to difficult.
If needed, please use the provided reading level quick assessment to determine your
child’s reading level. Any reading is good reading during the summer - read for fun!

Reading Level Quick
Assessment
Modification &
Suggestions for
Special Education Students:

https://www.modelteaching.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/San-Diego-Quick-A
ssessment.pdf
●
●
●
●

Select books according to reading difficulty.
Choose a book with an audiobook version - listen to the audiobook.
Download a PDF and use a Google Translate extension.
Choose a different book on your own that matches the Unit 1 theme and
respond to the essential question using your own book. Students or parents
MUST email maria.calhoun@bellevilleschools.org for alternative book
approval.
Book Choices

Maniac Magee by Jerry
Spinelli
➔ Genre: Realistic
Fiction
➔ Difficulty:
Moderate

Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident hadn't
made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight
years, he decides to run--and not just run away, but run. This is where the myth of Maniac
Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a racially divided small town with his amazing
and legendary feats.

Maniac Magee PDF
Free Audio
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Al Capone Does My
Shirts by Gennifer
Choldenko
➔ Genre: Historical
Fiction
➔ Difficulty: Easy

DRA Level 60/ Lexile 600L
The Newbery Honor Book and New York Times Bestseller that is historical fiction with a
hint of mystery about living at Alcatraz not as a prisoner, but as a kid meeting some of the
most famous criminals in our history.

Al Capone Does My Shirts PDF
Free Audio

Esperanza Rising by Pam Esperanza thought she'd always live a privileged life on her family's ranch in Mexico.
She'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home filled with servants, and Mama, Papa,
Munoz Ryan
➔ Genre: Historical
Fiction
➔ Difficulty: Easy

and Abuelita to care for her. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to
California and settle in a Mexican farm labor camp. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard
work, financial struggles brought on by the Great Depression, or lack of acceptance she
now faces. When Mama gets sick and a strike for better working conditions threatens to
uproot their new life, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult
circumstances-because Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

Esperanza Rising PDF
Free Audio

Brown Girl Dreaming by
Jacqueline Woodson
➔ Genre: Non-Fiction
➔ Difficulty:
Poetry/Hard

Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American
in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing
awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she
searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of
finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with
reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the
first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become.

Brown Girl Dreaming PDF
Free Audio - Available through library
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8th Grade
Assignment:

Students will complete a writing assignment upon returning to school responding to
the Unit 1 essential question. Students will be allowed to use notes taken while they
read as well as the novel itself to help respond to the essential question essay.
Please select ONE of the available book choices provided below. As always, students
are welcome to challenge themselves and read ALL the suggested books.

Essential Question:

What are some milestones on the path to growing up?

Consider While Reading:

Becoming an adult can mean facing a variety of challenges and meaningful
experiences, such as learning to drive a car. Although the roads to adulthood differ
around the world, they all have some elements in common. As you read, consider the
wide range of milestones on the path to growing up and what they mean.

Selection Suggestions:

Please choose any book listed below. We suggest students choose the book based on
the topic and book summary.
Students’ reading abilities usually fall below, on, or above, grade level. Book choices
range in difficulty. Students can choose to read any book from easy to difficult.
If needed, please use the provided reading level quick assessment to determine your
child’s reading level. Any reading is good reading during the summer - read for fun!

Reading Level Quick
Assessment
Modification &
Suggestions for
Special Education Students:

https://www.modelteaching.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/San-Diego-Quick-A
ssessment.pdf
●
●
●
●

Select books according to reading difficulty.
Choose a book with an audiobook version - listen to the audiobook.
Download a PDF and use a Google Translate extension.
Choose a different book on your own that matches the Unit 1 theme and
respond to the essential question using your own book. Students or parents
MUST email maria.calhoun@bellevilleschools.org for alternative book
approval.
Book Choices

Gathering Blue by Lois
Lowry
➔ Genre:
Fantasy-Fiction
➔ Difficulty: Easy

Lois Lowry won her first Newbery Medal in 1994 for The Giver. Six years later, she
ushered readers back into its mysterious but plausible future world in Gathering Blue to
tell the story of Kira, orphaned, physically flawed, and left with an uncertain future. This
second book in the Giver Quartet has been stunningly redesigned in paperback.

Gathering Blue PDF
Free Audio

Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous–it
The House on Mango
Street by Sandra Cisneros is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who
and what she will become.
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➔ Genre: Realistic
Fiction
➔ Difficulty:
Moderate

Does My Head Look Big
in This? By Randa
Abdel-Fattah
➔ Genre:
Comedy/Humor
➔ Difficulty: Hard

The House on Mango Street PDF
Free Audio

Sixteen-year-old Amal makes the decision to start wearing the hijab full-time and
everyone has a reaction. Her parents, her teachers, her friends, people on the street.
But she stands by her decision to embrace her faith and all that it is, even if it does
make her a little different from everyone else.
Can she handle the taunts of "towel head," the prejudice of her classmates, and still
attract the cutest boy in school? Brilliantly funny and poignant, Randa Abdel-Fattah's
debut novel will strike a chord in all teenage readers, no matter what their beliefs.
PDF - Kindle Through Library
Audiobook - N/A

Refugee by Alan Gratz
➔ Genre: Historical
Fiction
➔ Difficulty: Easy

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of
concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side
of the world . . .
ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and
her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . .
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . .
...All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face
unimaginable dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is
always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are
separated by continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories
together in the end.

Refugee PDF (must use a Belleville account to view)
Free Audio
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