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221 Washington Avenue
Belleville, NJ 07109
973-450-3434
Bellepl.org

Library Board of Trustees
Tuesday, June 9, 2026– 6 PM
The Teen Room at the Belleville Public Library & Information Center
_____________________________________________________________________________
· Call to Order

· Sunshine Notice:
This meeting, published under Public Law 1975, Chapter 231, and commonly referred to as the "Open Public Meetings Act," is hereby notified that notice of this meeting has been given.
.
· Roll Call

· Executive Session

· Approval of the minutes of May 13, 2026

· Communications:

· Committee Reports                  
· Building and Grounds
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Personnel: - 
· Budget:

· [bookmark: _Hlk221710578]Interim Director's Report 

· Old Business: 
· Nothing to report.

· New Business:
· LED Lighting
· Children’s Playroom
· Transition from Printed Board Binders to iPads for Meeting Agendas, Minutes, and Supporting Documents

· Resolutions:
· 06-0001    Authorization to pay June 2026 bills
· 06-0002    Authorization for the Interim Library Director to pay bills in July and August, 2026.
· 06-0003    Authorization to increase the hourly wage of a part-time employee, effective July 1, 2026.
· 06-0004   Authorization to increase the hourly wage of part-time employees, effective September 1, 2026. 
· 06-0005    Authorization approving a salary increase for the Interim Library Director.

· Public Comments

· Adjournment 
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                              MINUTES OF THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Belleville Public Library and Information Center
May 13, 2026


The Belleville Public Library and Information Center Board of Trustees held its monthly meeting in the Teen Room on March 10th at 6:00 p.m. Present were Renato Peralta, Ana Mansilla, Nelson Barrera, Rafael Taboclaon, and Nicole Shanklin. Mayor Michael Melham, Dr. Alfonso, Marleni Muñiz, Alexandra Leon, and Ralph Tunis were absent. Frances Bacardi and Rosemary Ferreira, Attorney at Law, attended.

Renato Peralta opened the meeting and announced that the Open Public Meetings Act had been published.
.
MINUTES:
As presented, Nelson Barrera moved to accept the minutes from April 14, 2026. Ana Mansilla made the motion, Alexandra Leon seconded, and the board approved it by voice vote. 
[bookmark: _Hlk122083892]
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
The Board entered at 5:01 PM for personnel matters. Renato Peralta made the motion, which Nelson Barrera seconded, and the Board approved it by voice vote.
The Board returned to the regular session at 5:03 PM. Ana Mansilla's motion, seconded by Nelson Barrera, was approved by a voice vote of the Board.

COMMUNICATIONS:
The Board packet included a copy of the New Jersey Board of Trustees Guide for the trustees’ review at their leisure. At the Board's request, a downloadable link to the guide will also be distributed electronically to all trustees.
In recognition of National Library Week, Board members were presented with an Assembly Commendation by Carmen T. Morales and Michael Venezia in acknowledgment of their vital roles and service to the library.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Buildings and Grounds:
Nothing to report
· Personnel:
Executive session.
· Budget:
Nothing to report.
Interim Director's Report
The library has continued to offer a variety of educational and community-centered programs during the past month.
Our Pre-K “Hooray for Stories” program included a story and craft project for young children and their families. On April 17th, the library participated in a Neurodivergent Flag-Raising Ceremony at noon. The event was attended by special-needs students who spoke during the ceremony, as well as the Mayor and community members.
April 19th marked National Library Week. This year’s theme was “Find Your Joy.” In celebration, the Friends of the Library distributed complimentary bottles of water and cookies to patrons who checked out materials, while supplies lasted. The Children’s Room also hosted a special “Love the Library” story time in recognition of National Library Week. 
Due to limited participation and insufficient ticket sales, the Friends of the Library canceled their spring luncheon fundraiser, “Step Into Spring.” The event was planned as a $25 ticketed luncheon that included a boxed lunch and a straw hat.
On April 22nd, the library held a Spanish story time program. In celebration of Earth Day, an additional themed story time was also presented for children and families.
The Coloring Club officially began on April 29th and has received a positive response from participants. A Mother’s Day craft-and-story-time program featuring a visiting dentist also returned this month.
For adult programming, the Adult Chess Club began on May 11th. While the initial session had two participants, interest has increased following social media promotion and additional outreach efforts. The library also hosted a Family Bingo Night and offered free health screenings for adults.
Finally, recurring events include:
· LEGO lab
· Teen Guitars
· Belle’s Crochet
· ESL Spring Session
· Citizenship Classes
· Dungeons and Dragons 
· Baby Bookworms
· Tiny Tales
 NEW BUSINESS: 
The Children’s Room Policy was updated to change the age requirement for adult supervision from children under 8 to children under 12.
.
RESOLUTIONS:
a) 05-0001: Authorization to pay May 2026 bills. Nelson Barrera approved the motion, seconded by Ana Mansilla, and it passed unanimously by the Board.
b) 05-0002: Authorization to have an employee move from part-time to a full-time position as a library assistant. Nelson Barrera approved the motion, seconded by Ana Mansilla, and it passed unanimously by the Board.
c) 05-0003: Authorization to increase the hourly wage of a part-time employee. Nelson Barrera approved the motion, seconded by Rafael Taboclaon, and it passed unanimously by the Board.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None

ADJOURNMENT: 
Nelson Barrera motioned to adjourn, seconded by Rafael Taboclaon, and approved by the Board’s unanimous vote. 

Prepared and Submitted by Frances Bacardi 

NEXT BOARD MEETING SCHEDULED FOR Tuesday, June 9, at 6:00 PM
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